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Who Really Builds Detroit’s Musclecars?

Inside Motor City’s busiest customizer

High Performance Styling ——=====

New monthly series begins with AMC/

NHRA Indy Nationals ,

Backstage at the world’s :
largest drag race ———

Could be the best
Camaro yet-
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COSMETICS
INCORPORATED

The image makers at Motortown know

that a little makeup can go a long way toward the

‘

he gawkers on Woodward Avenue
couldn’t believe their squinty little
7 eyes. They blinked and gaped, their

7 lower jaws hanging down around their jean
: pockets. Some swallowed their gum or bit

the filters off their Marlboro Lights in disbe-
. lief.

For there, ambling up the boulevard in no
particular hurry, all decked out in mean-
looking spoilers and louvers and fat, pop-
riveted flares, resplendent in Plymouth rac-
ing blue-on=blue, with enormous Goodyear
tires on businesslike deep-dish
competition-style wheels, plying the as-
phalt proudly like a hungry jungle cat, was
the baddest street racer they’d ever seen. It
even had big Richard Petty “43’s”’ scream-
ing defiantly from each door. All up and

36 ° CARS

by
Gary Witzenburg

down the Avenue Chevies cowered, Trans
Ams trembled and mighty Mopars melted
away behind the nearest Taco Bell.

But wait. There was no roll bar in the
thing, no three-inch sewer pipes down its
sides, and Uncle’s original five mph bump-
ers still decorated its body front and rear.
So what the hell was it, anyway? It looked
almost like a real honest-to-god circle-track
racer—but it sure didn’t sound like one.

In fact it was Chrysler's latest “‘image
car,” a pseudo-racer Plymouth Volare deck-
ed out like the famous kit cars that battle
the short-track wars every weekend near
your town and mine. It's also available as a
Dodge Aspen in two-tone red. It represents
one more in a long succession of
specialty-car projects by the Troy, Michi-

design (and sales) of todays’ ‘‘musclecars’’

gan company called Motortown. This outfit
also builds Super Pak versions of
Plymouth's Volare Road Runner and
Dodge’s Aspen R/T for Chrysler, not to
mention the luxury Dodge Midnight
Charger.

Now | suppose you thought that today's
generation of muscular-looking image
machines grew all that extra fiberglass
right on your favorite manufacturer’s as-
sembly lines. Wrong-O, Sunday Driver! It
would bog down the old assembly line too
much to screw together a few hundred of
these special versions and a couple
thousand of those on the side. So the
companies usually farm out such projects,
and Motortown gets by far the lion’s share
of them due to its experience and reputa-
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