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2007 Ford Shelby GT500

Legends from Dearborn and Texas reunite 

By Gary Witzenburg

Following a four-decade separation, Ford’s Mustang and racing legend Carroll Shelby have reunited. The first products of this new collaboration between Shelby and Ford's Special Vehicle Team (SVT) are a pair of Shelby GT500s, a coupe and a convertible. Modern interpretations of the Shelby Mustangs of the 1960s motivated by a supercharged 5.4-liter V-8 that pumps out 500 thoroughbred horses, they are the most powerful production Mustangs ever built, and certain future collectibles. 
Their iron-block engine is force-fed by a Roots-type supercharger providing 8.5 psi of boost, and their aluminum four-valve cylinder heads, piston rings and bearings are borrowed from the Ford GT supercar. A heavy duty 6-speed manual gearbox with evenly spaced gears puts all that power to the pavement.
Enhanced suspension
Suspension is MacPherson strut front with reverse “L” lower control arms and solid-axle, three-link rear with coil springs and a Panhard rod for rear-axle control. And because the current Mustang was designed from the wheels up with future high-performance models in mind, it provides a suitably rigid platform to handle the GT500’s prodigious power. Chassis improvements, including revised shocks and spring rates and upgraded stabilizer bars, ensure that it turns and stops as well as it goes. 
SVT engineers also endowed the GT500 with some of the biggest Brembo brakes on the road: four-piston calipers on 14-inch vented rotors up front and 11.8-inch vented discs in the rear. Tires and wheels are high-performance 255/45ZRs in front and 285/40ZRs in back, all on 18 x 9.5-inche alloys. 

Heritage design

The GT500’s serious face is dominated by large upper and lower air intakes, round headlamps in slanted openings, fog lamps and a functional air splitter. Instead of the usual Mustang centered galloping pony, a new-design Cobra logo floats off-center in the upper intake. Twin functional hood extractors improve both engine cooling and aerodynamics as air passing over them draws hot engine compartment air out through ducts attached to them. 
Recalling the legendary 1960s Shelby Mustangs, “classic Le Mans-style” white stripes run full-length over the coupe, but not the convertible. The latter’s premium cloth top is the same fabric used on earlier SVT Mustang Cobras, the modern retro Thunderbird, current Jaguars and Ford's other high-end convertibles. The rear view features a classic GT500 spoiler and lower fascia strakes inspired by the Ford GT's integrated rear airflow diffuser.
 To mark the collaboration of these two Mustang performance icons, the GT500 wears both Shelby and SVT badging. The fenders sport an updated design of the Cobra, GT500 lettering is prominent in the rocker panel racing stripes, “SHELBY” is prominent on the left side of the rear deck, and a rear center medallion has a Cobra image splitting "Shelby GT500" lettering. The SVT logo adorns the wheel center caps and doorsill plates, and the supercharged V-8 is nicely finished by a pair of "Powered by SVT" cam covers.
Upgraded cockpit 
The interior offers a choice of two colors, charcoal black or black and red, both with leather seating and snake logos embossed in the seat backs. The Shelby GT500 script and Cobra image are repeated on the steering wheel cap. The speedometer and tachometer are swapped left to right to improve the driver’s view of the latter, and the gauges wear light faces in keeping with SVT tradition. The aluminum shift knob is complimented by satin aluminum accents instead of the standard Mustang’s chrome, and the front seats have added lateral support to help keep driver and passenger comfortably anchored during spirited cornering.

Dream Cruisin’


We happened to have our test GT500 convertible during Detroit’s famous Woodward Dream Cruise, so we took it there. Reactions to the car – which, without the huge nose-to-tail stripes, is much more subtle than the coupe – ranged from “Wow!” to appreciative smiles from those who knew what it was to “ho-hums” from those who didn’t. In Woodward Ave. gridlock creep-and-cruise, it was nearly invisible among the thousands of jaw-dropping muscle cars, classics and collectibles on parade. One man in a nicely torqued-up ‘90s Mustang in the next lane was clearly impressed by our spanking new Shelby. “Whatcha got in there?” he asked? “Uh, supercharged V-8,” we cleverly replied. Guess he thought it was a custom job. 
On the open road, this Mustang fairly gallops. Once launched, it pins your butt into the beefed-up seat and rockets through the gears like a fighter jet off a carrier deck, but with much better sounds. The clutch take-up is low-effort and linear, the heavy duty six-speed more precise than expected. Bend it into a hard curve, the suspension takes a set, and the big tires grab asphalt. You may flash back to Parnelli Jones leading a Trans Am race four decades ago.

Dumb question

At the GT500’s press introduction, we asked the 82-tear-old Shelby how he liked this GT500. “Wow!” he enthused with a conspiratorial grin. “This car, 40 years later, is everything I dreamed of when we built the originals. It feels like it has a lot more power than it has, and it gets it to the ground. It's one thing to put 450 horsepower in an exotic supercar. It's another to put that much power in something as affordable as a Mustang. The fact that they not only met their goal but pushed on to 500 horsepower is a remarkable achievement. These guys are good, and I can’t tell you how proud I am to be a part of it!”
Shelby, best known for his legendary Cobra sports cars, first put his name on a Mustang in 1964 when he was asked to inject serious performance into Ford’s new pony car. The result was the GT-350R, a lightweight race car that earned Mustang its first competition credentials. Subsequent Shelby Mustangs included a GT-350 street version of the race car and the GT-350H "rent-a-racer," a joint project with Hertz. The ultimate Shelby Mustang of that era was the GT-500KR ("King of the Road"), powered by a big-block 428-cubic-inch "Cobra Jet" V-8. Shelby Mustang production was halted in 1970 with a total volume of 14,559 units.
Sometimes history repeats itself, and that can be a very good thing.
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